
7th Grade Science with Mrs. Du Houx     29 August 2013 
 

Dear Parent or Guardian, 
 
I feel blessed and privileged to teach at Slavens, and part of what makes this a great school to work at is the 
active parent community.  Thank you for all the wonderful things you do to support your student and this school. 

 
7th Grade Science Curriculum 
The DPS 7

th
 grade curriculum is called SALI for Science and Life Issues. The units are: Studying People 

Scientifically (scientific method); Body Works (human body); Micro-life (infectious diseases, germ theory, cells); 
Our Genes, Our Selves (genetics); Ecology (animals, plants, and their relationship to humans); and Evolution 
(with a geologic emphasis). In addition to the adopted text, I supplement with textbooks from the Prentice Hall 
Science Explorer series.  Students will also be working on projects and reports.  The human body project may be 
worked on individually or with up to two other students; the cell model is an individual project.   
 

Technology:  
Blog:“Mrs. Du Houx’s Science Classroom” 
Daily posts are made that list the question being addressed, the homework, and what happened during class.  
PDF versions of handouts used are usually posted with the daily descriptions. 
 

Edmodo: We started using Edmodo in many classes last year.  We are planning on doing so again this year, but it 
may be replaced with other software (see below). 
 

Brainpop: DPS has bought a district wide subscription, for some reading assignments, watching the Brainpop 
video and taking notes on it may be used as an alternative to the textbook based assignment.  Brainpop has 
some of the same capabilities as Edmodo and Google Drive. 
 

Google: DPS has bought a district wide account to Google, all students and staff will have a Google email 
account.  Google Drive does many of the same functions as Edmodo, so once it is up and running, we may phase 
out the use of Edmodo and move to Google. 
 
Infinite Campus (IC): If you have not already done so, I strongly encourage you to get the password so that you 
(and your student) can keep current on grades in my classroom. (Note: a “0” means the assignment was not 
turned in, a blank square means the grade has not yet been recorded). 
 

Science Binders and Composition/ Learning Journals  - All students are required to keep a 3 ring binder 

for science with 5 dividers.  The “General Packet” lists what is to be included in each section.  Students should not 
throw out any papers until I tell them that it is okay to do so.  Students will make learning journal entries in their 
science composition books / learning journals.  These journals are stored in my room when not in use. 
 

Absences - Many of the classwork lessons involve hands on activities.  These are often very difficult for a 

student to make up, so it is important that students be present to participate in these learning activities.  When a 
students does miss school, it is the responsibility of the student to check “Mrs. Du Houx’s Science Classroom” 
blog to see what they missed and then to meet with me (before or after school is best) if they have questions 
and/or to arrange for making up the missed activities. 
 

Homework policy – Students have the complete details about my homework policies in their science binder 

and it is on the “Mrs. Du Houx’s Science Classroom” blog. When students are unable to complete a daily 
assignment, parents should either write a note on the assignment or on a separate piece of paper that is turned in 
with the assignment.   
 

Grading and IC - Standards (Academic Content, Life Science, Literacy in Science) are not averaged. These 

categories include both pre and post test data, students are expected to show growth on these assessments as 
we work through the different units.  “Classwork” is averaged, then converted to a standards grade at the end of 
the trimester, this year “Classwork” in IC includes homework.  
 
 

Best regards, 

   
Kathleen_DuHoux@dpsk12.org     
Please note: my email is to Kathleen, if you write to Kathy I do not get the email and you do not get a bounce back! 

mailto:Kathleen_DuHoux@dpsk12.org

