
8th Grade Science with Mrs. Du Houx     29 August 2013 
 

Dear Parent or Guardian, 
 
I feel blessed and privileged to teach at Slavens, and part of what makes this a great school to work at is the 
active parent community.  Thank you for all the wonderful things you do to support your student and this school. 

 
8th Grade Science Curriculum – The DPS 8

th
 grade textbook is called InterActions in Physical Science (IPS). 

The main focus is physical science – both physics and chemistry.  We will also be using Prentice Hall Science 
Explorer series textbooks as a supplement.  In a few weeks, we will stop using the InterActions text, and focus on 
Oceanography in preparation for Sea Camp.  Students will be making Moon observations for 30 days prior to and 
during Sea Camp.  They will record all their classwork, homework and notes at Sea Camp in a composition book 
that is just for Sea Camp.   
 

This year there is no 8
th
 grade Science TCAP, but there is a new state science test that will be administered 

through computers in either April or May.  Unlike TCAP, this new assessment only tests over the material the 
State of Colorado expect 8

th
 graders to study, which does not completely align with the DPS curriculum, so we will 

be reviewing Weather and Astronomy to prepare students for this new test. 
 

Toward the end of the school year grade students will be working on their portfolio, for their presentations to you 
and other significant adults in their life.  This very important event gives the 8

th
 graders an opportunity to show you 

what they learned during their 7
th
 and 8

th
 grade years at Slavens.  All 8

th
 grade students are expected to 

participate in Portfolio Night.  Portfolio night is scheduled for Tuesday 3 June 2013 from 5:30 to 6:45 pm. 
 

Technology:  
Blog:“Mrs. Du Houx’s Science Classroom” 
Daily posts are made that list the question being addressed, the homework, and what happened during class.  
PDF versions of handouts used are usually posted with the daily descriptions. 
 

Edmodo: We started using Edmodo in many classes last year.  We are planning on doing so again this year, but it 
may be replaced with other software (see below). 
 

Brainpop: DPS has bought a district wide subscription, for some reading assignments, watching the Brainpop 
video and taking notes on it may be used as an alternative to the textbook based assignment.  Brainpop has 
some of the same capabilities as Edmodo and Google Drive. 
 

Google: DPS has bought a district wide account to Google, all students and staff will have a Google email 
account.  Google Drive does many of the same functions as Edmodo, so once it is up and running, we may phase 
out the use of Edmodo and move to Google. 
 
Infinite Campus (IC): If you have not already done so, I strongly encourage you to get the password so that you 
(and your student) can keep current on grades in my classroom. (Note: a “0” means the assignment was not 
turned in, a blank square means the grade has not yet been recorded). 
 

Absences - Many of the classwork lessons involve hands on activities.  These are often very difficult for a 

student to make up, so it is important that students be present to participate in these learning activities.  When a 
students does miss school, it is the responsibility of the student to check “Mrs. Du Houx’s Science Classroom” 
blog to see what they missed and then to meet with me (before or after school is best) if they have questions 
and/or to arrange for making up the missed activities. 
 

Homework policy – Students have the complete details about my homework policies in their science binder 

and it is on the “Mrs. Du Houx’s Science Classroom” blog. When students are unable to complete a daily 
assignment, parents should either write a note that is turned in with the assignment.   
 

Grading and IC - Standards (Academic Content, Life Science, Literacy in Science) are not averaged. These 

categories include both pre and post test data, students are expected to show growth on these assessments as 
we work through the different units.  “Classwork” is averaged, then converted to a standards grade at the end of 
the trimester, this year “Classwork” in IC includes homework.  
 

Best regards,  
 
Kathleen_DuHoux@dpsk12.org     
Please note: my email is to Kathleen, if you write to Kathy I do not get the email and you do not get a bounce back! 

mailto:Kathleen_DuHoux@dpsk12.org

