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Title: Daily Life and its Environmental Impact – Lessons that compare Englewood, 

Colorado with traditional neighborhoods (hutongs) in large city urban China. 

 

Purpose: Americans do not realize how lavish our lifestyle is, nor how many global 

resources we use, or how much pollution we generate compared to the rest of the world.  

To many people through out the world, our ignorance is interpreted as arrogance. This 

unit has been designed to help students learn about our life style’s impact on the world.  

The greatest threat that China and the U.S. pose for each other (and the world) is not 

nuclear, or trade but environmental degradation.   

 

Goals: 

1. Students will develop an understanding of how both the U.S. and China have 

major global environmental impacts. 

2. Students will be able to calculate some of their “environmental footprint” and use 

pictures and data from China to compare how their life style would compare to 

people in hutong neighborhoods in big cities of China re: 

a. Water use – drinking, washing, bathing 

b. Energy use – heating, cooling, cooking, transportation, entertainment,   

c. Waste disposal – sewage, trash, air and water pollution 

d.  Land use – types of multi family communities 

 

Objectives:  Students will be able to: 

1. Identify uses of energy and estimate the amount they use. 

2.  Calculate their average water consumption. 

3. Compare the area and populations of the two countries. 

4. Draw conclusions on how their life style would compare to someone living in 

a hutong in China. 

5. Develop some ideas and strategies on how they can reduce their own activities 

that have a negative impact on the environment. 

 

Materials: 

 Statistical information on U.S. and China 

 Worksheet for calculations and investigations 

 Pictures from hutong neighborhoods in China 

 

Procedure: 

1. Identify uses of energy and calculate their energy use. 

2. Identify what they use water for and calculate their average water use. 

3. Plot stars representing population density for both the US and China and make 

comparisons and predictions on how each county impacts the world and its 

environments. 

4. Examine pictures from Chinese hutongs, predict how consumption/generation 

of water, energy, waste compares to their own, and describe similarities and 

differences between hutong life styles and their own. 

5. Write comparisons of the US and China and orally share their findings. 

6. Discuss why both countries have major impact on the future of the world (US 

because of amount of resources used and waste generated, China because of 

the number of people involved). 

7. Make proposals on what steps both countries could take to improve the global 

environmental situation. 
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Resources: 
Environmental Magazine, March 2000 issue, pages 4 and 5. 

 

Carrel, T., 2000, “Beijing, New Face for the Ancient Capital”, National Geographic, March, pp. 124-126. 

 

He Bochuan, 1991, China on the Edge, The Crisis of Ecology and Development; China Books and 

Periodicals, 209 pp., ISBN 0-8351-2448-7. 

 
Hertsgaard, Mark, 1998, Earth Odyssey, Around the world in search of our environmental future; 

Broadway Books, 373 pp, ISBN 0-7679-005906. 

 

Krambeck, Holly, 2000, Beyond the Modern Façade = A Journey into Beijing’s Hutongs; from “ China 

Today”, February 2000 issue, pages 68 – 70. 

 

Li Xia, 2000, Stories Behind Beijing Hutongs; from “China Today”, February 2000, pages 18 – 21. 

 

Microsoft Encarta Interactive World Atlas 2000. 

 

Ryan, J.C., 1999, Seven Wonders, Everyday Things for a Healthier Planet; Sierra Club Books, 99pp., ISBN 

1-57805-038-3. 

 

Colorado Model Content Standards addressed in this unit 

Geography 
4. Students understand how economic, political, cultural, and social processes interact to shape patterns of 

human populations, interdependence, conflict, and cooperation on Earth’s surface. 

 4.3 Students know the patterns and networks of economic interdependence. 

5. Students understand the effects of interactions between human and natural systems and changes in 

meaning, use, distribution, and importance of resources. 

5.1 Students know how human actions modify the natural environment. 

5.3 Students know the changes that occur in the meaning, use, location, distribution, and 

importance of resources. 

6. Students apply knowledge of people, places, and environments to understand the past and present and to 

plan for the future. 

 

Reading and Writing 

 
1. Students read and understand a variety of materials. 

2. Students write and speak for a variety of purposes and audiences. 

4. Students apply thinking skills to their reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing. 

 

Science 
3. Students know and understand the characteristics and structure of living things, the processes of life, and 

how living things interact with each other and their environment. 

3.1 Students know and understand the characteristics of living tings, the diversity of life, and how 

living things interact with each other and with their environment. 

6.Students know and understand ways that science, technology, and human activity can affect the world. 
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