
6. Oceanography Trivia Quiz    Name_________________ 
More than one answer may be correct. 

 
1. How much of the Earth’s surface is water? 
a. 20%      b. 45%  c. 72%         d. 90% 
 
 

2. How much of the water on earth is salt water? 
a. About 30%       b. About 50%      c. about 89%      d. about 97% 
 
 

3. What is the primary cause of waves in the ocean? 
 
 
4. What causes tides? 
a. Sun    b. Moon c. Thunderstorms d. Earthquakes 
 
 

5. Sometimes you can determine the age of a fish by: 
a. Measuring its length    b. Weigh it   c. Counting the rings on its scales d. You can’t tell 
 
 

6. Starfish are: 
a. Fish with five fins b. Related to octopus c. Not fish at all  d. Sea stars 
 
 

7. The lobster is related to these other animals: 
a. oysters and clams b. Roly-poly  c. sea stars  d. shrimp and crabs 
 
 

8. Coral is: 
a. A weed b. Colorful rocks  c. Tiny sea animals d. Sea plants 
 
 

9. Coral is related to what other common sea animals? 
 
 
10. If you line up the world’s coastlines how many times would they circle the earth at the equator? 
 
 
11. Where is the lowest point on the Earth’s surface? 
 
 
12.  Where is the longest mountain chain? 
 
 
13. The energy that drives the earth’s weather / climate systems comes from: 
a. Volcanoes b. Earth’s core  c. The sun d. Meteor showers 
 
 

14. Surface currents 
a. Help spread heat around the globe    b. Are rivers in the ocean 
c. Act with the wind to bring fresh oxygen to ocean waters d. All of the above 
 
 

15. What things make life in the deep ocean very difficult? 
a. Pressure b. Cold temperatures c. Lack of light d. All of the above 
 
 

16. From the list below, circle the items that you think contain ingredients found in the ocean or may 
be processed in sea water? 
a. Vaseline   b. Skin care products  c. Baby formula  
d. Wax paper   e. Hot fudge sauce  f. Ramen noodles 
g. Aluminum can  h. Tuna fish   i. Glass jar    
j. Printed fabric   k. Jell-O pudding mix 


