
Activity: Looking at Trees   DO NOT WRITE ON THIS PAPER 
 

Questions: What is the difference between Gymnosperms and Angiosperms? 
 

We are going to go outside and observe the trees around the school.  Please stay in the 
areas designated by your teacher, work with your partner, and keep your voices quiet. 
 
While out side, you are to: 

1. Listen to instructions to find out which six trees (A,B,C,D,E, and F) you are to describe. 
 

2. Make a sketch of each tree, including the overall shape of the tree, the shape of the leaf, 
and the shape of the flower or flowers (if present). 
 

3. Describe each tree, leaf and flower, to the right of your drawing.  Include color, shape, 
texture, smell, size (measure and/or estimate).  Collect any other information that your think 
may be useful. 
 
When back inside: 

1. Work with your partner, using the book PH: Bacteria to Plants to determine which trees 
are Gymnosperms (pages 150 – 155) and which are Angiosperms (pages 156 – 161). 
 

2. Create a table that summarizes the information you collected outside, and uses the 
appropriate vocabulary from the textbook to describe what you observed. 
 
Analysis and Conclusion: 

Using the information that you have collected and the information in the textbook, write a 
paragraph that compares and contrasts Gymnosperms and Angiosperms. 
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